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| creature was stirrin’, not 


NS 


‘An’ I with me spyglass and 


Stood watch in the с 


When out in the mist thar arose such a racket, 


I slid down the mast with me sword to attack it. 


Away to the poop deck I ran very fast, 


I threw off the anchor and shouted, ^^ 3 


lers, his coursers they 


called them by 


w, Sinbad an’ Mollie! 


Jes! On, Roger an’ Jolly! 


Наз dressed all in black from his head to his heels, 


Ah’ his clothes were all covered with seaweed an els) 


His cye—how it twinkled! His dreadlocks howwiny, 


His scars were like crossbones, his gold toot how shiny! 


His mouth was turned up with a nasty oleflook, 


The silver gleamed sharp on the point offhis hook 


А scary white skull he had hung on hig cat, 


Soon gave me to know І had nothinjto fear. 
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Anchors an’ hornpipes ап” cackle-fruit eggs, 


Pearls an’ red sashes for Bonnie an’ Meg. 


A cauldron for Cook filled with pieces of shank, 
And just for the Cap'n a shiny new plank. 


But, oh, me heart broken ап tears in me eyes, 


I said to mesclf, “Blimey, where is me prize?” 


But he hopped in his sleigh, to his team gave a roar: 
It's time to return to the briny deep floor!” 


© Then just when I thought it’s me worst Christmas Day, 


A parchment of paper flew down off the sleigh. 


An’ it was the best present | ever got, 
А map to a treasure—X-mas marks the spot! 
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I laughed an’ І danced an’ І shouted with glee, 


As up went his sleigh an’ then down to the sea. 


But I heard him exclaim “ere he splashed ‘neath a star; 
Dr С (р „улмо, 
Е we сеу, 
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"alins 
Briny~ 
Buccaneer ~ 
4 Вико ~ 
ба ера 
Ciuldron — 


just can't think of another vord-to express th 

3 piratc's way of saying “Who goes there?” 

an eiclamation of surprise 

the occan-try rolling the Е ло really sound like a pirate 
an affectionate: name for a pirate : 

what pirates call their fiend” Ме buckost” 

hefs: eggs; for the distinctive souad hens make when laying 


a big pot pirates use to cook thet 
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Poop Deck~ 
Seadog, z 
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a small mi near the top of a mast where a pirate could have 
Р Р Р 


a better view when watching for sails ос fot land 


a pirate snacks achally a hard biscuit, which might explain 
why some pitates don't have many teeth 


a pole set upright to carry the pirate's.sail 

not what-yousthink—the highest deck at the aft (back) end of a large ship. 
another namest a pirate: “You old seadogl" 

а cut of meat from the leg of an animal=a real pirate treat 

another expression of surprise 


a pirate's (С соре 


sometimes іе аг "there" and Sometimes for "their" 
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‘With love to Mikaela, Rowan, asd Simon, the sweetest I'l buccaneers ever to зай the high seasP.Y. 
To Isabel, Macaya, Llılsma, Rosamatl, and Pau, with love—S.S. 
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Praise for A Pirate's Night Before Chrisfritds Praise for A Pirate's Twelve Days of Christmas 


Perfect fun, a treasure in every way.” — Children's Literaturi [YJou'l! get into the swashbuckling spirit in no time. ... The pirate lingo and raucously 
: Я detailed colorrich illustrations add seafaring flair..." The Horn Book Magazine 
This is a belly laugh of a book for young buccaneers.” —Associated Press $ Y 
i "Avast, me hearties! Here be another bonny piratical parody ready fór е 
The robust verse sails along with gusto The Horn Book Magazine 


the readin! to the young'uns at the Christmas season,” — Kirkus Reviews 


"(Filled with swashbuckling action..." —Publishert Weekly # 
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